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Press Release

The Lapita Voyage project
(25.09.2008) - From the initial discovery of the Polynesians, their lifestyle and knowledge, which have enriched and lightened Western Society, have moved one way, from ‘them’ to ‘us’. It is time for us to give something back, this is what the Lapita Voyage is about.
A leader in the ‘to give something back’ idea is Klaus Hympendahl, a well-known German yachtsman, ocean sailor and writer of many books and articles on sailing subjects. He has already organised help for the Polynesian island of Tikopia over the years.
Another leader is the Dutch woman Hanneke Boon, artist, sailor and for 30 years co-designer with James Wharram. She was with James when in 1995 they discovered the 9m Tikopian canoe in Auckland Imperial Museum. According to the faded label it had been in the Museum since 1916 (80 years). No one had realised until that moment that the rare V-eed hull shape of this canoe was that of a windward sailing craft and thus was vitally important to the study of early migration voyages.
James and Hanneke recognised how well this hullshape can sail, because it closely resembled the hull shape of their 19m double canoe, they had sailed from England to New Zealand on a round-the-world voyage. They were able to state: “double canoes of this hull shape would have had no difficulties in moving families or small social groups across hundreds of miles of open ocean and would have been capable of sailing to windward”.

Hanneke Boon insisted that after sailing from New Zealand to Vanuatu, they would sail out to the island of Tikopia. There they met Chief Taumako, whose grandfather, on becoming a Christian in 1916 had presented the canoe to the Bishop of Auckland. The Chiefs of Tikopia talked about their friend Klaus Hympendahl and insisted that Klaus and the Wharrams should meet. This they did and the Lapita Voyage has developed from this meeting, suggested by the Chiefs.
The Vision

So far all discussion is rational, but in January 2005, Hanneke Boon had a serious heartvalve replacement operation, in a heightened awareness during her speedy recovery, she announced one morning “last night I woke up with a vision, we must build two of our Tama Moana* double canoes for Tikopia and Anuta, so they are no longer dependent on outside transport, so they can keep their traditional sailing alive.
Klaus Hympendahl enthusiastically joined her in this vision, as it was what he also wanted for his beloved islands, and since then has given his full support and considerable organising talents to make it come true.
After 3 ½  years the vision has come true, with the financial support of many people. The first money was raised with the help of the Anglican Church in Devoran, Cornwall (where the Wharrams live). They provided the first part of £3000 raised from private donations. Klaus raised a similar sum in Germany. Not enough yet to build a boat. Then, to make the project happen, Klaus went ‘full time’ and managed to persuade many businesses to donate materials for building the boats, equipment for the voyage and transport of it to the Philippines. 
Finally the major financial contributions for the boat building were made by 10 Germans, who will help to crew the two double canoes on the voyage. Each double canoe can carry 4 (-5) people; on each leg of the voyage there will be spare berths allocated to researchers, experts in various study fields, who realise that ‘the voyaging canoe’ is the ‘Base Factor’ in Pacific migration studies and hence the best platform to do their studies from.
James Wharram at the age of 80 will be sailing on the voyage, he will be continuing his studies of the last 55 years into Man’s first major artefact - the watercraft. Many unique craft are still to be found along the route of the Lapita Voyage. These will be studies, recorded and assessed.

The Lapita Voyage, led by German, Dutch and English, with its unique opportunities for research, is a major European expedition, an expedition that ends with substantial benefits to the people being studied.
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